Is my post an ad
and do I need to label it?
START
Is the post advertising
your own products,
services or events?

Y

N

Have you included a
code or hyperlink as
part of an ‘affiliate’
agreement, so you
Y get paid a commission
for each time someone
clicks through and/or
makes a purchase?
N

N

Are you receiving
money for promoting
a product/service/brand
in this post?
Y

Are you receiving
benefits, freebies,
free products,
free visits, etc?
N

Y

Have you been told
to say specific things
about the product or
to include specific
information, including
hashtags or links?

N

Are you sure that it's
clear from this post
alone - even to people
who don't usually follow
you and across all
devices and platforms?
Y

Y

N
Y

It sounds unlikely
the post will be
considered an ad under
the Code, so you
probably don't need
to label it.

Does the brand have
final approval before
you post it or have they
reserved the right to
tell you to change it?

Y

N

N

Are you posting it
because you've agreed
to do it a specific
number of times, either
on one particular date
or between a specific
range of dates?

It’s likely to be
considered ‘sponsored’
content rather than an ‘ad’ under
the CAP Code, so not for the ASA.
But CMA rules apply here – you
must make sure content is clearly
identifiable as being paid-for.
For example, by using the label
‘advertisement feature’ or
‘advertisement promotion’.

Y

N

Just the links
and sections of the
content that relate to affiliate
products are advertising for
our purposes and you need
to highlight this, e.g. with
a clear 'ad' label before
/next to the relevant
content.
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Is it clear that it's an
ad (whether 'affiliate'
or 'native'), rather
than just sponsored
editorial content?
Y

N

Y

N

Is all of the
content about
the affiliate
product(s)?

It's an ad under the
UK advertising rules!
Is it immediately obvious
that it's an ad, before
people click on it?

You need to
make it clear that the post
is an ad (rather than just editorial
or sponsored content). There are
various ways you could do this but
the easiest is to include a label
that's always visible before people
click anything. The ASA has
decided that for now "ad" at the
beginning of the post does
the job best.

NICE
ONE!

